STATE JUDICIAL NOMINATION COMMISSION
AND OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
JOINT JUDICIAL APPLICATION

Please complete this application by placing ymsgponses in hormal typenmediately beneath

each request for informatiofRequested documents should be attached at the end of the
application or in separate PDF files, clearly identifying the numbered request to which each
document is responsive. Completed applications ara@rdstords. If you cannot fully respond

to a question without disclosing information that is confidential under state or federal law,
please submit that portion of your answer separately, along with your legal basis for considering
the information confidaral. Do not submit opinions or other writing samples containing
confidential information unless you are able to appropriately redact the document to avoid
disclosing the identity of the parties or other confidential information.

PERSONAL INFORMATION

1. State your full name.
Theresa Renee Wilson

2.  State your current occupation ortitle. (Lawyers: identify name of firm,
organization, or government agency; judicial officers: identify title and judicial
election district.)
Assistant Appellate Defender, Offioé the State Appellate Defender

3. Stateyour date of birth (to determine statutory eligibility).
January 25,973

4.  Stateyour current city and county of residence.

Des Moines, Polk County

PROFESSIONAL AND EDUCATIONAL HISTORY

5. List in reverse chronological ordereach college and law school you attended
including the dates of attendance, the degree awarded, and your reason for leaving
each school if no degree from that institution was awarded
M.A. in Political Science, dwa State University, Aug. 1996Aug. 1998

J.D. in Law with honas, Drake University, Aug. 199%May 1998
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Special Student, Political Sciencewa State University, Aug. 1995May 1996
Independent study transitioninggeaduate program witforeignpolicy and
international relations focus

B.A. in Journalism &Political Science, with disction, lowa State University, Aug.
1991 +May 1995

6. Describe in reverse chronological order all of your work experience since
graduating from college,including:

a. Your position, dates (beginning and end) of your employment, addresses of
law firms or offices, companies, or governmental agencies with which you
have been connectedand the name of your supervisor or a knowledgeable
colleague if possible.

Assistant Appellate Defender, Officé the State Appellate Defenddf? Floor
Lucas Building, Des Moines, IA 50318lar. 2001 +present

Former supervisorsMark Smith and Linda Del Gallo

Current supervisotMartha Lucey

Assistant Public Defender, Office tife State Public DefendéiQ7 7th Street,
Suite 300 Sioux City, IA 51101 Jan. 2000tFeb. 2001

Former supervisoeGreg Jones

Knowledgeable colleagueJennifer Solberg

Legal Assistant, District Court Administrain, 3rd Judicial DistrictWoodbury
County Courthouseé&520 Douglas StregSioux City, IA 51101Aug. 1998 +Jan.
2000

Former supervisoeLeesaMcNell

Knowledgeable colleagueJohn Lundquist

b.  Your periods of military service, if any, including activeduty, reserves or
other status. Give the date, branch of service, your rank or rating, and
present status or discharge status.

None
7. List the dates you were admitted to the bar of any state and any lapsess
terminations of membership. Please explain the reason for any lapse termination
of membership.

United States Supreme Court Bar Memhbhme9, 2003

lowa State Bar Membegept.21,1998
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8. Describe the general character of your legal experience, dividinginto periods with
dates if its character has changed ovehe years, including:

a. A description of your typical clients and the areas of tle law in which you
have focused, including the approximate percentage of time spent in each
area of practice.

As an assistant appellate defender since 2001, | handle criminal and
postconviction appeals for indigent clients. | estimate 85 percent of my cases
have been direct appeals from criminal proceedings, and 15 percent have been
direct appeals from denials pbstconviction relief.Postconviction matters are
consideredivil proceeding.

As an assistant public defender in the Sioux City Adult Public Defender
Office from January 2000 until March 2001, | handled criminal proceedings for
indigent clients in bilh misdemeanor and Ielevel felony cases. | also handled a
few probation revocation and parole revocation hearings,

b. The approximate percentage of your practice that has been in areas other
than appearance before courts or other tribunals and a descriptn of the
nature of that practice.

As both an assistant appellate defender and an assistant public defender,
my entire practice has involved appearances before courts. As an assistant
appellate defender, | brief and argue cases before the lowa Céypedls, the
lowa Supreme Court, and the United States Supreme Court. As an assistant
public defender, | handled misdemeanor and lewvel felony cases either at trial
or through a guilty plea in the District Court. | also represented clients at
probatian revocation and parole revocation proceedings in the District Court.

c. Theapproximate percentage of your practice that involved litigationn court
or other tribunals.

My entire practice has involved litigationbBUH ,RZDfV GLVWULFW |
, R Z fipéllate courtsand the United States Supreme Court

d. The approximate percentage of your litigationthat was: Administrative,
Civil, and Criminal.

As an assistant appellate defender, | estimate 85 percent of my litigation is
criminal in nature and 1percent is civil in nature.

As an assistant public defender, all of my litigation would have been
criminal in nature.
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e. The approximate number of cases or contested matters you tried (rather
than settled in the last 10 years, indicating whether you wersole counsel,
chief counsel, or associate counsel, and whether the matter was tried to a
jury or directly to the court or other tribunal . If desired,you may also
provide separate data for experience beyonthe last10 years.

Because | have beeloing appellate work for the last 18 years, | have not
had to try any contested matters before the district courts.

During my year as an assistant pubkdahder in Sioux City, | handled
primarily misdemeanors and class D felonies. | believe Fdadr than 10 bench
trials, as most of my cases settled by agreememtuld have been sole counsel
in these cases.

f.  The approximate number of appealsn which you participated within the
last 10 years, indicating whether you were sole counsel, chief cmel, or
associate counsellf desired, you may also provide separate data for
experience beyond the last 10 years.

According to thdowa Courts Information Service, my name appears as
counsel of record in more than 2,000 appeAlsursory Westlaw seeh found
393appellate decisions listing me as counsel of record. The discrepancy between
the two figures may be due to valary dismissals and withdrawais¢luding
AppellateRule 6.1005 motionsl would have been sole counsel in the vast
majority of caseghese caseOn several occasions, | may have argued a case
briefed by another assistant appellate defender.

9. Describe your pro bono workover at leastthe past 10 yeas, including:
a. $SSUR[LPDWH QXPEHU RI SUR ERQR FDVHV \RXYYH KD
b. Averagenumber of hours of pro bono service per year
c. Types of pro bono cases

| have not handled any pro bono cases during my tenure with the State
Public Defender system. In lieu of providing pro bono services, | corgribut
financially to lowa LegalAid.

10. If you have ever heldjudicial office or served in a quasijudicial position:

a. Describe the details, including the title of the positionthe courtsor other
tribunals involved, the method of selectionthe periods of service, and a
description of the jurisdiction of each ofcourt or tribunal .

| sened in a quasjudicial positionas a member of the lowa Supreme
& R X U W 1 hce*Coimichig€ion from August 2005 to January 2014. | was
nominated by theistate Pblic Defender Tom Beckexnd was appointed to the
Commission by the lowa Supreme Couvtembers of the Commission serve
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five-person paels, called Divisions, and heeases involving claims of ethical
violations byattorneys. The Divisiothen issusits findings of fact, conclusions
of law, and recommendation in the case. The opiisifited with the lowa
Supreme Court Clerk. The lowa Supreme Cthehconducs a de novo review
of the case and isssia final opinion.

b. List any casesin which your decisionwas reversed by a court or other
reviewing entity. For each case, includa citation for your reversed opinion
and the reviewingHQW LW X RV RSLQLRQ DQG DWWDFK D F
opinion.

To the best of my recollectiohdraftedthree opinionss Division
Presidentluring my tenure on the Commission. The only opinion | issued that
was reversed in part wéswa Supreme Court Attorney Disciplinary Board v.
Mark A. TempletonDocket No. 687 (Fell2, 2010. The lowa Supreme Court
overturned previous case law assioencriminal conductvould be considered
conduct prejudicial to the administration of justiceviolation of lowa Rule of
Professional Conduct 32:8.4(dowa Supreme Court Attorney Disciplirya
Board v. Mark A. Templetari784 N.W.2d 761 (lowa 2010).

c. List any case in which you wrote a significant opinion on federal or state
constitutional issues. For each case, include a citation for your opinion and
any reviewing H Q W L WA\ X URNUY V aiiSitta@H_eRcQpy of each opinion.

As a member of the Grievance Commission, | did not write any significant
opinions involving constitutional issues.

11. If you have been subject to the reporting requirements of Court Rule 22.10:
a. State the number of timesyou have failed to file timely rule 22.10 reports.

b. State the number of matters, along with an explanation of the delay, that you
have taken under advisement for longer than:

i. 120 days.
ii. 180 days.
iii. 240 days.
iv. One year.
| am not subject to the reportingquirements of Court Rule 22.10.

12. Describeat leastthree of the most significant legal mattersn which you have
participated as an attorneyor presided over as a judge or other impartial decision
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maker. If they were litigated matters, give the citationif available. For each matter
please state the following:

Title of the case and venuge

A brief summary of the substance of each matter,

A succinct statement of what you believe to be the significance of it,
The name of the party yourepresented.,if applicable,

The nature of your participation in the case,

Dates of your involvement,

The outcome of the case,

Name(s) and address(es) [city, state] of @munsel (if any),

Name(s) of counsel for opposing parties in the casand

Name of the judge before whom you tried the casé applicable.

T TSe@ToaooT

State v. Grave$68N.W.2d 860 (lowa 2003)

| represented Deon Gravigem July 2002 to September 2003 on dlivect appeal
from his convictions for manufacturing and possessiagjuara. | claimed trial counsel
ineffective for failing to object to various incidents of prosecutorial miscondRichard
Bennett DQ $VVLVWDQW $WWRUQH\ *HQHUDO ZLWK WKH ,RZL
Appeals Division in Des Moinesvas counsel fothe State on appeal.

In a matter of first impression, the lowa Supreme Court agcbsecutor may not
ask a defendant to comment on the veracity of another wjtinegsdingwhethera
police officer made up tastony. The Court also heldwas imprger for a prosecutor
to arguen closingthat that defendant lied or that elleda police officer a liar The
SURVHFXWRUYTYVY PLVFRQGXFW YLRODWHG *UDYHVY GXH SL
was ineffective for failing to object to the misconduct.

7KH &GRXUWYV UXOLQJ ZDV D ¥dtda@dsi Wikidh GheVCauii SD U W X L
H[SUHVVHG LWV GLVVDWLVIDFWLRQ ZLWK VXFK SUDFWLFI
convictions. The Gravesdecision had a substantial impact prosecutor conduct aheft
the evaluation of the credibility of witnesses in the hands of jurors.

State v. Tovar656 N.W.2d 112 (lowa 2003), reversedlbya v. Tovar 541 U.S. 77
(2004)

| represented Felipe TovAom October 2001 to March 20@ the appeal of his
OperatingWhile Intoxicated+3' Offense and Driving While Barrezbnvictions. |
challenged the use of his first OWI conviction for enhancement purposes because it was
an uncounseled guilty plea without a valid waiver of the right to counsel. Darrel Mullins,
an$VvVVvLVWDQW $WWRUQH\ *HQHUDO ZLWK WKH ,RZD $WWRI
Division in Des Moineswas counsel for the State on appeal.

| won in the lowa Supreme Court. The Court created a-frmegtanquiryfor
determiningwhether a criminal defendakhowingly and voluntarilyvaived his right to
counsel with respect to a guilty ple@his was a significant development in the law
relating to waiver of the right to counsel as it related to guilty pleas.

The State petitioned for certiorari to the United States Court because the lowa
6 XSUHPH &R Xreligd iporthX SXtHAmendment to the Unitetb&s
Constitution and nahe corollary provision of the lowa Constitution. | filed a Brief in
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Oppositian, but the Supreme Court granted certiorari. | filed a brief on the nrerits
VXSSRUW RI WKH ,RZD 6XSUHPH &RXUWITV GHFLVLRQ DQG
States Supreme Court on January 21, 2004. The United States Supreme Court reversed

the decision of the lowa Sugme Court on March 8, 2004.

Bonilla v. State791 N.W.2l 697 (lowa 2010)
| represented Julio Bonillgom July 2009 to February 205h hisappeal from
the denial of his application for postconviction relief. | claimed his mandatory sentence
of life imprisonment without parole was cruel and unusual punishuoreter the lowa
Constitution and the United States Constitution based on his status as a juvenile at the
time of his kidnapping offense. Thomas Andrews, an Assistant Attorney General with
WKH ,RZD $WWRUQH\ *HQHUDOYV &ULPS§ @d3oub&eBEetDOV "LYI
the State on appeal.
| filed my brief inBonilla knowing the same issue was pendmg¢he United
States Supreme Court Graham v. Floridédgut not knowing how that Courtight rule
This is why | raised the issue separately undetawva Constitution. Once th8raham
decision was issued and established a constitutional prohibition on mandatory life
sentences withutthe possibility of parole for juveniles convicted in Hoomicide cass,
the lowa Supreme Coutt XOHG LQ % R Qhe @@eialjgeDWilRter considered
% R Q Lapgidatfovifor habeas reieWWDWHG WKDW , KDG REWDLQHG 3KL
client.
%RQLOOD zZzDV JUDQWHG WKH 3 SRWHQWLDO”™ IRU SDUF
Bonilla have attempted to articulate the standard by which juvenile offenders must be
considered for parole release.

13. Describe how your nonlitigation legal experience, if any, would enhance your
ability to serve as a judge.

As a member of thiowa State B&J $V V R F UiDyWhstRuQifing Committee, it
is my responsibility to examine new cases handed down by the lowa Supremar@ourt
newly enacted statutes determine how those changes impact the way in which our trial
courtsshouldinstruct their juries. The focus is on accurately communicating the current
state of the applicable law for use at the trial level. In doing so, it is incumbent upon
FRPPLWWHH PHPEHUV WR OLVWHQ WR R&KtheUaWwHPEHUV Y |
This is a necessary skill for serving on the lowa Supreme Court, as the Court often has to
weigh various interpretations of law and determine which interprathgst represents
thepurpose of the lawThe Jury Instructions Comittee has also given nexposure to
areas of law outside of the criminal context.

$vV D PHPEHU DQG IRUPHU FKDLU RI WKH ,RZD 6WDWH
Section Council, | collaborated with both criminal defense attorneys and prosecutors in
shaping the legislative priorisgfor the section. As one can imagine, the two groups do
not always see eye to eye on legislative psapo IVWULYHG WR DGGUHVV RWKI
differing viewpoints with respectful consideration while responding to the merits of their
arguments Duringmy tenure on the Council, we were successful in having a number of
our propaals enacted into law. Wwexperience with the criminal law section shows | am
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capable oamicablyworking with people who have differing viewpoints on substantive
legal isses

As an eightyearmember of the Grievance Commissibparticipated in issuing
recommendatins to the lowa Supreme Court regardatigics cases presented by the
Attorney Disciplinary Board. wrote several opinions for the Commissiand also
authored akeast twodissenting opiniosi The lowa Supreme Court issues all rulings in
attorney ethics cases, so my significant experience with the Grievance Commission
would be of great benefit in considering those cases as a member of the Court.

14. If you have ever held public office or have you ever been a candidate for public
office, describe the public office held or sought, the location of the public office, and
the datesof service
| have never held public office.
| applied to serve on the lowa CouftAppealsin 2009

15. If you are currently an officer, director, partner, sole proprietor, or otherwise

engaged in the management of any business enterprise or nonprofit organization
other than a law practice, provide the following information about your pogion(s)

and title(s):
a. Name of business / organization
b. Your title.
c. Your duties.
d.

Datesof involvement.

| am currently an afarge directo on the Public Defender Association of lowa
Board of Directors | was elected to the boardJane 2019.The purposes of ourivate
nonprofitorganization include promoting a better understanding of constitutional and
criminal law, promoting equality of justice for all, and promoting quality criminal
defense work for all indigent accused persons. We provide an annual criminal law
seminar for phlic defenders, criminal defense attorneys, juvenile court attorneys, and
investigators.We occasionally offer amicus support for cases within the purview of our
mission.

16. List all bar associations and legalor judicial -related committees or groups of with
you are or have been a member and give the titles and dates of any offices that you
held in those groups.

Member, lowa State Bar Associati@ept. 1998+present
Jury Instruction Committee, July 20Bpresent
Criminal Law Section Council, June @8 +June 2006, June 200June 2013
June 2019resent
Council Chai, July 2009+June 2012
Member,Legislativesubcommittee, June 208esent
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Chair, SeminarsubcommittegJuly 2005+July 2009
Editor, Criminal Law Newsletter, July 2008Aug. 2005
Appellate Practice Committee, June 208Rine 2004, he 2007+June 2008

Member, Pubt Defender Association of lowdune 2002+present
At-Large Director, June 2008June 2009June 201%resent
Secretary, June 2008June 2011

Member,National Associabn of Criminal Defense Lawyerdune 2003tpresent

Member,lowa Supreme Cou/dvisory Committee otthe Rules of Criminal Procedure,
Sept. 2008+Sept. 2014

Member, Grievance Comssion of the lowa Supreme Couktyg. 2005 +Jan. 204

Member, lowa Supreme Court Expanded Algte Rules Revision Committelklay
2007 +Dec. 2007

Member, American Bar Association, Sept. 1988ine 2002

Third District Representative, lowa Organization\WWomen Attorneys, Sept. 1998
Sept. 1999

17. List all other professional, business, fraternal, scholarly, civic, charitable, or other
organizations, other than those listecbove to which you have participated, sice
graduation from law school.Provide dates of membership oparticipation and
indcaWH DQ\ RIILFH \RX KHOG 3:3DUWLFLSDWLRQ ™ PHDQV FI
involvement in a given orgaization, membership, or regula attendance at events
or meetings.

American Civil Liberties Union of lowa, Membe&ept. 1998resent
Board of DirectorsMar. 2000 +Mar. 2007
President, Mar. 2004Mar. 2007
Executive Committee Member, Mar. 20@B/ar. 2007
Legal Committee Chair, Mar. 2002Var. 2004

Midtown Heights Homeowners Associatidember,July 2009 +present
HOA PresidentAug. 2012 +tDec.2016
HOA SecretaryDec. 2010+Aug. 2012
Downtown Schol PareniTeachers AssociatioMember,Aug. 2019 +present
| am a member of the following organizations but have not kept records as to

when | initialy became a member. | have provided estismatetahe duration of my
memberkips
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Greater Ded/oines Botanical CenteR018 *present
The Ocean Conservan@015 +present

lowa Public Radio2015 +present

Science Center of low2014 *present

Blank Park Zoo2014 +present

The NatureConservancyl998 tpresent

18. If you have held judicial office, listat least threeopinions that best reflect your
approach to writing and deciding cases. For each case, include a brief explanation as
to why you selected the opinion and a citation for youopinion and any reviewing
HQWLW\YfV RU FRXUWTTV RSLQLRQ ,I| HLWKHU RSLQLRQ LV
RQ :HvVvWODZ RU D SXEOLF ZHEVLWH RWKHU WKDQ WKH FR
please attach a copy of the opinion.

| have not previouglheld judicial office.

19. If you have not held judicial office or served in a quasjudicial position, provide at
leastthree writing samples (brief, article, book, etc.) that reflect your work.

Although | have served in a qugsdicial position withthe Grievance
Commission, | am providing additiahwriting samples that refleaty work. The
samplesncludemy brief in opposition to the petition for certiorari$tate of lowa v.
Marvis Latrell JacksonJ.S. Supreme Court Docket No.-167, and mypage prooforief
for appellantin State of lowa vJeffrey Allen Burdette Jrlowa Supreme Court No. 19
1643 | havepurposelyremoved the tables frothe briefs to decrease the length of the
documents | have also includethe Grievance Commission opinion and my dissent in
lowa Supreme Court Attorney Disciplinary Board v. David J. Isagd3ooket No. 640
(January 17, 2008). The lowa Supreme Court ultimately followed my dissent with
respect to the underlying violatioria lowa Supreme Court Attorney DiscipliyaBoard
v. David John Isaacspi50 N.W.2d 104 (lowa 2008).

OTHER INFORMATION

20. If any member of the State Judicial Nominating Commissioris your spouse, son,
daughter, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, first cousinnephew, niece, fatheiin-law,
mother-in-law, sontin-law, daughter-in-law, brother-in-law, sisterin-law, father,
mother, stepfather, stepmother, stepson, stepdaughter, stepbrother, stepsister, half
brother, or half sister VWDWH WKH &RPPLVN4YdREHaMIM QDPH DQG
relationship with you.

Not applicable.
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21. If any member of the State Judicial Nominating Commission is a current law
SDUWQHU RU EXVLQHVYVY SDUWQHU VWDWH WKH &RPPLVVI
professional relationship with you.

Not applicable.

22. List the titles, publishers, and dates of books, articles, blog posts, letters to the
editor, editorial pieces, or other published material you have written or edited

Case Law, Digests, and Citatotsya Legal Research Guid2003)

Evolution, Creation and Naturally Selecting Intelligent Design out of the Public Schools,
34 Univ. Toledo L. Rev203 (Winter 2003)

Nations within a Nation: The Evolution of Tribal Immuni2¢,Am. Indian L. Rev99
(19992000)

Who Controls Internatiorlalrade? Congressional Delegation of the Foreign Commerce
Power, 47 Drake L. Rev141 (1998)

During my college career | was also a staff writer for or contributor to the
following publications: The lowa State Daily, the Bomb yearbook, Ethos magazine, The
Drummer newspaper, The Siren newspagedthe Dyersville Commercial.

23. List all speeches,alks, or other public presentations that you have deliveretbr at
leastthe last ten years, including the title of the presentationr a brief summary of
the subject matter of the presentationthe group to whom the presentation was
delivered, and the dae of the presentation.

Presenter,State Public Defender Appellate Trainji@ept. 27, 2019
Appellate ethics

Presenter,State Public Defender Postconviction Basic Train®ept. 26, 2019
Postconviction appeaknd Senate File 589

Presenter,lowa StateBar Association WebinaBept. 26, 2019
Appellate ethics

Presenter,lowa State Bar Association Webin&ec. 10, 2018
3$SSHDO DV EUHDFK™ SURYLVLRQV LQ JXLOW\ SOF

Presenter, State Public Defender Postconviction Basic Traingt. 5, 2018
Postconviction appeals

Participant, State Pulic Defender Appellate Trainingpr. 2014 +Oct. 2017
Draft appellate practice outline for use at training

Panelist,Public Defender Association of lowa Annual Meetidgly 17, 2016
Making a record for appeal
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Panelist,lowa State Bar Association Annual Meetidgly 13, 2016
Preserving error for appeal

Presenter, SPD Litigating Science Webinar Seridsly 2015 +Apr. 2016
Develop and present webinar series on litigating forensic science cases

Presenter,lowa Justice Reform Consortium Monthly Meeti@gt. 18, 2012
Discuss the Appellate Defender Office, ISBA Criminal Law Section

Presenter,lowa Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers Semihiv. 3, 2011
Upcoming issues in the lowa Supreme Court

Presenter,lowa State Bar Association Criminal Law Semirame 4, 2010
Issues in appellate practice

Presenter,lowa State Bar Aciation Criminal Law SeminaMay 29, 2009
Overview of the grievance process

Presenter,lowa State Bar Association AppéakaPractice SeminaFeb. 20, 2009
Appellate practice tips

Presenter,Legal Support Professionals of low&ept. 20, 2008
The ethics of criminal defense

Presenter,Public DefendeAssociation of lowé&SeminayJune 19, 2008
Overview of the grievancgrocess

Panelist, ACLU of lowa Conference on Civil LibertieMay 5, 2007
Treatment alternatives to incarceration

Moderator, lowa State Bar Association Criminal Law Semirfgor. 20-21, 2006
Moderate panels ogthics rules and handling difficult clients

Presenter,lowa Public Defender 2,00Bo0t Rule Workshog=eb. 20, 2006
How to make an appellate record

Panelist,Drake Law School Black Law Student Associatiowet. 26, 2006
SXEOLF 3NQRZ \RXU ULJKWV™ IRUXP RQ FULPLQDO

Presenter,lowa StateBar Association Criminal Law Seminakpr. 14, 2005
State appellate advocacy

Panelist,lowa State Bar Association Criminal Law Semirfsgpor. 29, 2004
Arguing cases before the United States Supreme Court

Panelist,lowa Conference of Political Scientis@ct. 3, 1997
Member of panel studying the U.S. Congress; presented paper on
effects of 17th Amendment on the demographics of the U.S. Senate

24. List all the social media applications (e.g., Facebook, Twitter, Snapchat, Instagram,
LinkedIn) that you haveused in the past five years and your account name or other
identifying information (excluding passwords) for each account
Facebook+Theresa Wilson
Twitter £Theresa Wilson

25. List any honors, prizes, awards or other forms of recognition which you have

received (including any indication of academic distinction in college or law school)
other than those mentioned in answers to the foregoing questians

12
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Professional recognition

Virginia Larson Award, Public Defender of the Year, Public Defender Associattion
lowa, 2018

Roxanne Conlin Public Service Award, lowa Association for Justice, 2016
Presented to the Appellate Defender Office for its work in juvenile sentencing

John Adams Award, lowa Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, 2014

Outstanding SectioCouncil Chair, lowa State Bar Association, 2010

Virginia Larson Award, Public Defender of the Year, Public Defender Associattion
lowa, 2007

Golden Dome Award, Public Defender Employee of the Year, 2004

Collegiate recognition

Drake University Law &hool
Graduated with honors
Academic Achievement Award, Law and Religion (Tie), 1997
'"HDQYV /LVW DQG
Drake University Student Scholarship, 198897

lowa State University, Graduate
ISU Premium for Academic Excellence Award, 1996

lowa State UniversityUndergraduate
Graduated with distinction
Member, Honors Program
Member, Lampos liberal arts and sciences honor society
Member, Golden Key National Honor Society
Member, Phi Beta Kappa honor society
Member, Kappa Tau Alphaurnalism honor society
Member, Alpha Lambda Delta/Phi Eta Sigma honor society
'"HDQTV /LM995
High Scholarship Student Awards (top two percent in the College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences)19921995
Highest Graduating Senior in Journalist895
VEISHEA Outstanding Student Leader Award, 1995
Laura Vernon Scholarship for journalism, 1995
William Randolph Hearsdward for Editorial Writing 1995
National Federation of Press Women Junior/Senior Scholarship runner up, 1994
Carl Hamilton Schiarship (journalism), 1994
Lane Wells Alumni Scholarship, 1994
Scripps Howard Scholarship (journalism), 1993 and 1994
Ruth Church Scholarship (journalism), 1993
ISU Journalism Alumni Scholarship, 1991
Admitted with Academic Recognitiori991
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26. Provide the names and telephone numbers of at least five people who would be able
to comment on your qualifications to serve in judicial office. Briefly state the nature
of your relationship with each person.

Hon. Andrew Chappell, 31398-3920
The Honorale Judjye Andrew Chappell is a district court judge in tHeJadicial
District , KDYH ZRUNHG ZLWK -XGJH &KDSSHOO RQ WKH ,RZ
Instructions Committee for several yeaand we also briefly worked together on the
Grievance Commission

Hon. Elisabeth Reynoldson, 6842-6229

The Honorable Judge Elisabeth Reynoldsoa district court judge in District 5B.
Prior to being appointed to the bench, Judge Reynoldssran Assistant Attorney
General in the Criminal Appeals DivisioWe sometimes argued cases against one
another, but we also collaborated on various matters as members of the lowa State Bar
Association.

Dr. Brian Farrell, 319521-6862

Brian Farrell is a faculty member at tbiaiversity of lowa School of LawHe is
the Director of the Citizen Law Program, an Associate Director of the Ul Center for
Human Rights, and was a-émunder of the Innocence Project of lowBrian and | have
VHUYHG WRJHWKHU RQ WKH ,RZD 6WDWH %DU ®VMVRFLDWL
the Board of Directors of the ACLU of lowa. We also collaborated on the creation and
SUHVHQWDWLRQ RI WKH 6 WDWH 3XEOLF '"HIHQGHUTYV /LWL

Mark Smith,515979-0938

Mark Smith is a former State Appellate Defender aiydmmediate past
supervisor.He is knowledgeable regarding my appellate work and my volunteer work
with the lowa State Bar Association.

Erica Nichols Cook217-7256499

(ULFD 1LFKROV &RRN LV WKH GLUHFWRU RI WKH 6WD\
Convictions Division. Erica and | serve together on the Board of Directors of the Public
Defender Association of lowa. We collaborated on the creation and presentation of the
6WDWH 3XEOLF '"HIHQGHUTTV /LWLJDW,latdwvg RavéisQ VLF 6 FLHQ
ZRUNHG WRJHWKHU RQ WKH 6WDWH 3XEOLF '"HIHQGHUTV L
Seminar.

27. Explain why you are seeking thigudicial position.

| have always had an interest in serving on the lowa Supreme Court, but | am also
fortunate to workn a position that allows me to use my legal research, writing, and
argumenm skills and to work with colleaguegho share my passion for appellate work.
havefound joy in providing quality public service to those who most need legal
assistance.
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With the recent loss of several lowa Supreme Court Justices within the last two
years, my longstanding interest in serving on the Court has been coupled with a belief
that now is the appropriate time to present my qualifications to the Commission. In
recent ears, these Justices have led the iwayiaking the Court more visible to the
public, in educating the public about the role of the courts, in addressing dispropertionat
minority impact within the justice systerand in making the justice system accessibl
all. | share these goals, ahdo longer consideainy potential appointment to the Court
to be simply amatter of personal interesThe Court needs good attorneyand good
people o step forward to help guide the Court and our justice sysseamndnole into
the future that awaits. | look forward to servihg public by using my skills and
experience to enhance the work of the Court

28. Explain how your appointment would enhance the court

The strongest candidates for the lowa Supreme Gborild exemplify the
gualities of competence, integrity, thoughtfulness, respect, impartiality, decisiveness, and
efficiency. My background and temperamdatnonstratall of these qualities.

| have exceptionally strong legal research and writinlisskvhich have been
honed since my days in college and law school. Although my legal experience has been
primarily in criminal law, | am fully capable of findirthe relevant applicable authority
in any area of law. My experience as an appellate attoneans | can immediately
begin applying the norms and rules of appellate practice to my work on the Glyurt.
practicalexperience in criminal law and appellate procedure would add tothrefad
CRXUWTV NQRZOHGJH

| have a strong grasp of the RulesPobfessional Condueind can immediately
immerse myself in the ethics cases the Court considenske a point of conducting
myself with integrity with clients, opysing counsel, and the courts.

| am efficient in handling my caseload, even while agdyiyparticipating in
various lawrelated activities.| was able to coordinatbreeday legal education
seminas for lowa criminal defene attorneysn 2009 and 2018 while sti#ffectively
PDQDJLQJ P\ FDVHORDG 6LPLODU Cslates Supétrie Gd@Qt P\ RIILFI
litigation as necessamyithout disrupting my other workAs a Supreme Court Justice, |
would contribute to théhoughtful yet efficient disposition of cases.

| do not fear making decisions. | have served in various positiongrm/gears
that required me ttake thdead on sometimes divisive issues. Whether it has been as
President of the ACLU of lowa Board of Directors, as Chair of theAlSBminal Law
Section CouncilRU DV 3UHVLGHQW RI1 P\ KRiRareRhdd) hhak§V DVVRFLD
decisionsdased orthe bestinformationavailableand the best interests of the
organization involve@nd then be able to defetite decisionsnade

Of course, the work of thewa Supremeourt is not limited to issuing decisions.
The Court isalso responsible for enacting changes to the lowa Court Rules. | have
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significant experience in addressing and applying not only the Rules of Appellate
Procedure, but the Rules of Criminal Procedure, the Rules of Evidence, and the Rules of
Professional @nduct. | have served on several court committees tasked with considering
revisions to our court ruledMy interest in and experienedth the lowa Court Rules

would provide a benefit to the Court.

Finally, | am fully comfortable with public speakinggarding matters of law and
procedure. The Court has made a significant effort to educate the public about the role
DQG ZRUN RI WKH &RXUW DQG RXU MXGLFLDO V\VWHP JH((
efforts in this regard and look forward to dosm

29. Provide any additional information that you believe theCommissionor the
Governor should knowin considering your application.

Becoming a Supreme Coyustice is often a career goal for attorneys, but the
decision to make that step should not be taken lightly. Being a justice is significantly
different than being an attorney. There are limitations on the conduct of justices that do
not apply taattorreys. Becoming pustice can mean limiting your social interactions
with fellow attorneys, foregoing involvement in certain organizations, and carefully
limiting any public statementsAt the 2019Supreme Court BanqgtjeChief Justice Cady
acknowledged thll being a Supreme Court Justicekomwt onlyon his personal life
butonthe lives of his family members as wellhe role of an lowa Supreme Court
Justice is a noble one and one that many may seek, but those who wish to become a
Justice must be praped to accept the constraints that come with doing so

When | decided to apply for the opening on the lowa Supreme Court, | made a
point of reviewing the Code of Judicial Conduct. | paid particular attention to the rules
relating to judicial candidated have made every effort to abide by those rules and |
understand the constraints | would be under should | be selected to be an lowa Supreme
Court Justice. The restrictions are necessary to preserve the inaegritypartialityof
our Court and | arfully prepared to abide by them.
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